
Reference #3: Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) 

Accuracy – ADWR denotes on its Tucson AMA Climate page1 that the data it provides in “Table 8.5-1” is 
from the “NOAA/NWS Co-op Network,” agencies with guidelines for publishing extensive, accurate 
data2. (AWA= Active Management Area, NOAA=National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
NWS=National Weather Service. Also, see this post on how NOAA & NWS meet information quality 
parameters.) 

Authority – As stated on its “Mission and Goals” page3 (see bullet point three), ADWR “oversees the use 
of surface and groundwater resources under state jurisdiction.” On that page, it is also noted that the 
agency “collects and analyzes data on water levels and on water-quality characteristics.” 

Accessibility – The website is open-access and does not require a subscription; highly accessible. 

Objectivity – As stated on its Mission and Goals page3: “The Department holds no rights to water 
anywhere.” I think this is an important fact, helping the agency to be unbiased and objective.  

Credibility – ADWR was established in 1980 to: “address groundwater depletion in the state's most 

populous areas… This effort to manage Arizona's groundwater resources was so progressive that in 1986 

the Code was named one of the ten most innovative programs in state and local government by the 

Ford Foundation and Harvard University. When granting the award, it was noted that no other state had 

attempted to manage its water resources so comprehensively. Accordingly, Arizona built consensus 

around its policy and then followed through to make it work in practice.” (See the “Groundwater 

Management” section.3) 

Currency – While the website is not current to 2017, its data on annual rainfall herein1 is between the 

years 1971-2000, so the data isn’t affected by the fact the website hasn’t been updated in 2017. Or, if 

the site has been updated in 2017, it hasn’t been noted as such on the website. 

Completeness – The data1 covered 29 years, 1971-2000, a decent amount of time to conclude an 
average of yearly rainfall. 

Coverage – The information provided1 specifically covers Tucson’s annual rainfall, making its coverage 

relevant to the topic. 
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